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“As per the Gantzer’s report, published in the year 1936, the Santhal law of

succession is patriarchal. The father has absolute control over the family property so
long he is alive. The santhal customary law of inheritance does not recognize the
female to succeed over the family property.  the female has no claim in the property
the daughter cannot succeed over the property of deceased unless she in married in
the “GharJamai Form.” A Ghar Jamai daughter for all tenets and purposes gets the
reflection of the son. The santhal law of inheritance accepts the “Ghar Jamai”
daughter to succeed only to continue the family line. If the Ghar Jamai daughter dies
issueless, the property of the deceased will not devolve on the Ghar Jamai or son in
law. The son in law is joint owner with the wife and his son. In absence of these two,
he has no claim in the property.”
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