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AIry mineral, tool, equipment, vehicle or any other thing seizcd
under sub-section (4), shall be liable to be confiscated by .n order of thc
Cou competent to take cognizance of the offence under sub-section ( ,
and shall be disposed of in accordance ivith th€ directions ofsuch Cou11,

qmffq iti4 qTqrdq, flrgrre, q'fr ;i STq{ aT< W.P.(C..) Nc,-
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"Sub-section (4-A) of Scction 21 of the \4iaes rnd Minerals
(Dcvelopment and Regulation) Actj 1957 is quoted hereinbelow:

21. (1-A) Any mineral, tool, 6quipmenf, vchicle or any other
thing seized under sub-section (,1), shatl be liablc to be
confiscated bl an order of the court competent to take
cognizance of thc offence under sub-section (l) and shall be
disposed of in accordance rrilh thc direclions of such court,,

Looking into the above provision, it is crTstal clear that an! mineral,
1ool, equipment, yehicle can be confiscated bv an order of thc couft
competent to take cognizance.

Section 22 of the said Act speaks of cognizance of offenc€, which is
quotcd h€reinbeloNi

"22. No court shall take cognizance of any offence punishabl€
undcr this Act or any rules made thercunder except upon
complaint in lrriting made b,y a person authorised in this behatf
by the Central Governmcnt or the Statc Government.i'

Looking info the nbole protision, it appears that the cognizance can
be taken only on the complaint.
Further, Section 30-B of the said Act, 1957 speaks of constitution of
Special Courts and Section 30-C of th€ said Act, 1957 speaks of Special
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which is quoted hereinbelow:
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In view of the above facts, il is clear that the impugned ordeN passedbJ the Depury commissioner. Simdega i, not in'rcio.a"nc"-*"lr!*i"ilrr a panrcutar Act is there and certain procedure are prescribedtherein, the. same is requireal to be foltowed, *ni"n i" f""lirfi" tilcase in hand
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