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Any mineral, tool, equipment, vehicle or any other thing seized

under sub-section (4), shall be liable to be confiscated by an order of the

Court competent to take cognizance of the offence under sub-section (1)

and shall be disposed of in accordance with the directions ofsuch Court.
qF:ftq ii@ qTrrTFrq, gT{so3, ri-* ii qqq or< W.P.(Cr.) No-

1155/2023 i friro-rs.or.zoz+ Tq w.P.(cr.) No-502/2023 il ftiro-rs.og.
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"Sub-section (4-A) of Section 2l of the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 is quoted hereinbelowl

2f. (4-A) Any mineral, tool,6quipment, vehicle or any other
thing seized under sub-section (4), shau be liable to be
confiscated by an order of the court competent to take
cognizance of the offence under sub-section (1) and shall be
disposed ofin accordance with the directions ofsuch court"

Looking into the above proyision, it is crystal clear that any mineral,
tool, equipment, vehicle can be conliscated by an order of the court
competent to take cognizance.

Section 22 of the said Act speaks of cognizance of offence, which is
quoted hereinbelorv:

"22. No court shall take cognizance of any offence punishable
under this Act or any rules made thereunder except upon
complaint in writing made by a person authorised in this behalf
by the Central Government or th€ State Government,"

Looking into the above provision, it appears that the cognizance can
tle taken only on th€ complaint.

Further, Section 30-B of the said Act, 1957 speaks of constitution of
special Courts rnd Section 30-C ofthe said Act, 1957 speaks ofSpecial
Courts porver. (Continue,...,,..)
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