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When the village headman of 4 village which is not khas dies

Sec-6 |

the landlord of the village shall report the fact within three
months of jts occurrence to the Deputy Commissioner with a
view to the appointment of a village headman in the prescribed
manner,

L. Appointment of Pradhan-Non K has village-Provisions of
Section 6 of the Act attracted-Office s hereditary in
nature -Next heir who is fit, is entitled to be the
Headman-Sub-Divisional Officer competent to ascertain
the views of Jamabandi Raiyats of the village.
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Santhal Paraganas Tenancy Manual, 1911 (page
291 to 299)-Heredltary right in

appointment= Affirmation
by authority as vill

age headman- Resident in village
hecessary to discharge his duties-Short visit by headman
illegal-Appointment on hereditary right of village
headman illegal-Direction to initiate proceeding for
appointment of village headman-From a perusal of the
headman’s duties it is self-evident that for any
meaningful discharge of those duties, it would be
essential for the headman to permanently and regularly
reside in the village in question and it would not be
possible to discharge those duties satisfactorily in case he
lived outside the village on Government postings and
came to the village only intermittently. The headman has,
in fact, a long list of duties which can be duty. discharged
only by a person living the concerned village. Thus, the
results of his appointment would be that he would be
enjoying the social status and prestige and he and his
family members would be deriving the many benefits
attached to that office but he would not be discharging
most of the duties of the headman. In the light of the
above discussion, the Court was of the considered view
that only a person regularly residing in the village can be

considered to be suitable candidate for the office of the
headman
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