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9799 Schedule V of the Santal Parganas Tenancy (Supplementary}
Rules, 1950 provide for the rules for the appointment of headmen,

“In appointing headmen the following ryles should be taken
into consideration: The headman must be a resident of the

The appointments of headmen shall be made in accordance with
village customs, and before confirming any appointment, the Deputy
Commissioner shall satisfy himself that the candidate is generally
acceptable to the raiyats, and an opportunity shall also in every
instance, be afforded to the proprietor to object to any candidate.”

I 98 A Soohg & f5—

“The office of headman being hereditary, the next heir, who is
fitted should be headman.”
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authorities should have first considered the cqge of person

claiming right to the post of pradhan on the pasis of hereditary claim
It was pointed out thar the procedure of election under Section §
comes only after rejecting the hereditary claim.’
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“the headman’s duty it is self evident that for any meaningful
discharge of those duties, it would be essential for the headman to
permanently and regularly reside in the village in question and it
would not be possible (o discharge those duties satisfactorily in case
he lived outside the village on government postings and came 10 the

village only intermittently”
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‘Head Man died then he may leave successor or he may not leave
successor and if he does not leave successor then a fresh step under
the Rules has to be taken for appointment of a new Head Man. But if
he has left some heirs then the question of acceptability of that heir is
to be determined as per the Rules, Obvious it is that this acceptability
can be ascertained from the will of 2/3 of Jamabandi Raiyats. Rule
3(1) provides that first of all a notice has to be given to 2/3 Raiyats
(which ordinarily is called 16 anna raiyats) and if they do not turn up
then subsequent notice has to be given and if even thereafter they do
not turn up then the Deputy Commissioner will decide the matter
rejecting the application made under Section 5.’

U PR ® Smt. Swarnlata Devi vrs State of Jharkhand
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“Section-6 refers to the appointment of a Headman of a village
which is not a khas village, by providing that on the death of
Headman, the same has to be reported within three month of the
death to the Deputy Commissioner with a view to appoint a village
Headman in the prescribed manner, It is in this context that the clause
in Schedule V are relevant and Clause 4 thereof clearly shows that
the next of heir of the deceased Headman, unless he is disqualified,
shall be the successor Headman of the village. The procedure laid
down in Rule 3 of the General Rules is seen to relate to the

appointment of Headman on application under section 5 of the Act.”
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“Section-5 relates to the appointment of village Headman of a khas

village. In the case on hand, the village is not khas village. Therefore,
the office of the Pradhan, Prima facie, is hereditary in nature and the
next heir who is fit, is entitled to be the headman, But Rule 3(5) of the
General Rules prescribes that in making the appointment of a
Headman under section 5 or 6 of the Act, the Deputy Commissioner
shall ,as far as, possible, follow the rules prescribed in Schedule V
except where the rules, of which clasue 3 forms a part, expressly or by

necessary implication, provides otherwise.”
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