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Sec-5 Appointment of village headman of a khas village-
On the application of a raiyat or of landlord of any khas village
and with the consent of at least two-thirds of the jamabﬂﬂcli
raiyats of the village ascertained in the manner prescribed, the
Deputy Commissioner may declare that a headman shall be
appointed for the village and shall then proceed to make the
appointment in the prescribed manner.
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‘authorities should have first considered the case of person
claiming right to the post of pradhan on the basis of hereditary
claim. It was pointed out that the procedure of election under
Section 5 comes only afier rejecting the hereditary claim.’
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“the headman’s duty it is self evident that for any meaningful
discharge of those duties, it would be essential for the headman
to permanently and regularly reside in the village in question
and it would not be possible to discharge those duties
satisfactorily in case he lived outside the village on government
postings and came to the village only intermittently”

sﬁ’l UHR 9 Smt. Swarnlata Devi vrs State of Jharkhand
and others, 2003 (3) JLJR 724. @ 918 ¥ ¥H4Y 9=
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“Section-6 refers to the appointment of a Headman of a village
which is not a khas village, by providing that on the death of
Headman, the same has to be reported within three month of
the death to the Deputy Commissioner with a view to appoint a
village Headman in the prescribed manner.

It is in this context that the clause in Schedule V are relevant
and Clause 4 thereof clearly shows that the next of their of the
deceased Headman, unless he is disqualified, shall be the
successor Headman of the village. The procedure laid down in
Rule 3 of the General Rules is scen to relate to the appointment
of Headman on application under section 5 of the Act.”
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“Section-5 relates to the appointment of village
Headman of a khas village. In the case on hand, the village is
not khas village. Therefore, the office of the Pradhan, Prima
facie, is hereditary in nature and the next heir who is fit, is
entitled to be the headman, But Rule 3(5) of the General Rules
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prescribes that in making the appointment of a Headman “”Cfl'ar

section 5 or 6 of the Act, the Deputy Commissioner sh ept
; Sk &

as, possible, follow the rules prescribed in Schedule V €X ’

Wwhere the rules. of which clasue 3 forms a part, expressly OF

necessary implication, provides otherwise.”
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