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BIELIS]

Sec-6 Landlord to report the death of village headmfm-
— When the village headman of a village which is not khas dies
the landlord of the village shall report the fact within 1_hrcc
months of its occurrence to the Deputy Commissioner Wl_th a
view to the appointment of a village headman in the prescribed
manner,

Schedule V of the Santal Parganas Tenancy
(Supplementary) Rules, 1950 provide for the rules for the
appointment of headmen.

“In appointing headmen the following rules should be
taken into consideration: _

The headman must be a resident of the village or his

permanent home must be within one mile of the village.
The appointments of headmen shall be made in accordance
with village customs, and before confirming any appointment,
the Deputy Commissioner shall satisfy himself that the
candidate is generally acceptable to the raiyats, and an
opportunity shall also in every instance, be afforded to the
proprietor to object to any candidate.”

T I8 Wt S ? -

“The office of headman being hereditary, the next heir,
who is fitted should be headman”
Sl UBR A Smt. Swarnlata Devi vrs State of Jharkhand and
others, 2003 (3) JLIR 724. @ dIg § AFWIY Swd <TATd
@ Division Bench gRT ¥fue fobar mar & f6 —

“Section-6 refers to the appointment of a Headman of a
village which is not a khas village, by providing that on the
death of Headman, the same has to be reported within three
month of the death to the Deputy Commissioner with a view to
appoint a village Headman in the prescribed manner. It is in
this context that the clause in Schedule V are relevant and
Clause 4 thereof clearly shows that the next of their of the
deceased Headman, unless he is disqualified, shall be the
successor Headman of the village. The procedure laid down in
Rule 3 of the General Rules is seen to relate to the appointment
of Headman on application under section 5 of the Act.”

79 I90 915 ¥ I8 W Sooifad & fF -

“Section-5 relates to the appointment of village
Headman of a khas village. In the case on hand, the village is
not khas village. Therefore, the office of the Pradhan, Prima
facie, is hereditary in nature and the next heir who is fit, is
entitled to be the headman, But Rule 3(5) of the General Rules
prescribes that in making the appointment of a Headman under
section 5 or 6 of the Act, the Deputy Commissioner shall ,as far
as, possible, follow the rules prescribed in Schedule V except
where the rules, of which clasue 3 forms a part, expressly or by
necessary implication, provides otherwise.”
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