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Mines and Minerals (Regulation and Development) Act (1957) &
gRT 4(1)A —There are provisions in the MMDR Act, authorising the
Government to appoint other categories of officers also to make seizure and
to initiate prosecution. It is found that this is only in addition to the general
powers given to the police under the code of Criminal Procedure. However,
as regards cognizance of offences, there is a specific provision under
Section 22, and once cognizance otherwise than on complaint as prescribed
under the law is barred, such cognizance under the Code of Criminal
Procedure may not be possible. '
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gR1-21(1)~ Whoever contravenes the provisions of sub-section (1) or
sub-section (1A) of section 4 shall be punishable with imprisonment for a
term which may extend to five years and with fine which may extend to
five lakh rupees per hectare of the area.

¥RI-(4) — Whenever any person raises, transports or causes to be raised
or transported, without any lawful authority, any mineral from any land,
and, for that purpose, uses any tool, equipment, vehicle or any other thing,
such mineral, tool ,equipment, vehicle or any other thing shall be liable to
be seized by an officer or authority specially empowered in this behalf.

HRT-4(A) —Any mineral, tool, equipment, vehicle or any other thing
seized under sub-section (4), shall be liable to be confiscated by an order
of the court competent to take cognizance of the offence under sub-section
(1) and shall be disposed of in accordance with the directions of such
court.

gRT-22 —No court shall take cognizance of any offence punishable

under this Act or any rules made there under except upon complaint in
writing made by a person authorised in this behalf by the Central
Government or the State Government.
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